NOT SO FAR AWAY
VERSE 1
Not so far away…the years slowly march

As they have so often like people singing spirituals


Facing hoses, bullets, degradation

Not so far away: the inhumanity, the injustice

The 3/5s of everything…the “forty and a mule”


But what good’s a mule now?

REFRAIN

Someone tell me what’s to say? Nothing’s so far away


A drop of blood and one more soul has been saved

I believe that in my mind I will find


The power to change my world 

VERSE 2
Not so far away…


like father’s young life given way to smaller things

Slowly march; too goddamned slow

but I ain’t old enough so I don’t know
REFRAIN
Someone tell me what’s to say? Nothing’s so far away


A drop of blood and one more soul has been saved

I believe that in my mind I will find


The power to change my world 

VERSE 3
So I went to my father’s grave and asked him what he thinks


But he had no reply

Except for the things he taught me, and the wisdom I have


From living my life on my own

So his only advice was: “take it easy, write what you know


and all the while you try to grow”

REFRAIN
Someone tell me what’s to say? Nothing’s so far away


A drop of blood and one more soul has been saved

I believe that in my mind I will find


The power to change my world

ALTERNATE REFRAIN

Write a better song, make a better life


Be a brighter star
